
U.S. District Courts―Median Time Intervals (in Months) From Filing to Disposition for Civil Cases and Criminal Defendants

Before 
Pretrial

During or After 
Pretrial Trial 1

1990 2 8 6 7 14 19 4.5 3.3 4.3 0.1 7.1
1995 8 7 7 13 18 5.7 6.5 5.4 1.6 9.6
2000 8.2 7.9 7.8 13.6 20.1 5.9 5.8 5.8 0.1 10.9
2005 9.5 7.0 9.5 13.1 21.8 6.8 6.2 6.6 7.3 14.0
2007 9.6 6.9 8.6 14.2 128.2 7.0 9.0 6.8 6.1 14.4
2008 8.1 5.0 7.8 13.6 32.9 6.8 6.9 6.6 7.2 14.4
2009 8.9 4.9 9.1 15 23.4 6.5 7.0 6.3 6.1 15.0
2010 7.6 4.6 7 15.4 22.9 6.3 6.7 6.1 6.2 15.3
2011 7.3 5.1 6.5 14.3 23.4 6.4 6.8 6.2 6.3 15.7

1   The substantial increase in 2007 resulted from the disposition of more than 6,300 oil refinery explosion cases in the Middle District of Louisiana that had been pending more than 10 years.
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Note:  Prior to 2000, civil median disposition time intervals were rounded to whole months.
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Source:  Table C-5 and Table D-6, Annual Report of the Director: Judicial Business of the United States Courts.
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