
Official Form 18 - Cumulative Committee Note 

2005-2007 COMMITTEE NOTE1

 The form is amended to require that the title of the case include all names used by the 
debtor within the eight years prior to the filing of the petition in the case in conformity with § 
727(a)(8) as amended by the Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act of 
2005, Pub. L. No. 109-8, 119 Stat. 23 (April 20, 2005), extending from six years to eight years 
the period during which a debtor is barred from receiving successive discharges.  The 
explanation part of the form is amended to include additional types of debts that are not 
discharged under § 523(a), as amended in 2005, and to revise certain terminology in conformity 
with provisions of the 2005 Act.  In conformity with Rule 9037 and Official Form 16A, the 
caption also is amended to provide only the last four digits of any individual debtor's taxpayer-
identification number. 

 

2005 COMMITTEE NOTE 

 The form is amended to require that the title of the case include all names used by the 
debtor within the eight years prior to the filing of the petition in the case in conformity with § 
727(a)(8) as amended by the Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act of 
2005, Pub. L. No. 109-8, 119 Stat. 23 (April 20, 2005), extending from six years to eight years 
the period during which a debtor is barred from receiving successive discharges.  The 
explanation part of the form is amended to include additional types of debts that are not 
discharged under § 523(a) as amended in 2005 and to revise certain terminology in conformity 
with provisions of the 2005 Act. 

1997 COMMITTEE NOTE 

 The discharge order has been simplified by deleting paragraphs which had detailed some, 
but not all, of the effects of the discharge.  These paragraphs have been replaced with a plain 
English explanation of the discharge.  This explanation is to be printed on the reverse of the 
order, to increase understanding of the bankruptcy discharge among creditors and debtors.  The 
bracketed sentence in the second paragraph should be included when the case involves 
community property. 

1995 COMMITTEE NOTE 

 The form is amended to include debts described in section 523(a)(15) of the Code, which 
was added by the Bankruptcy Reform Act of 1994, in the list of debts discharged unless 
determined by the court to be nondischargeable. 

 

1991 COMMITTEE NOTE 

                                                            
1The 2005-2007 Committee Note incorporates the Committee Note previously published in 2005. 
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 This form previously was numbered Official Form No. 27.  The form has been revised to 
accommodate cases commenced by the filing of either a voluntary or an involuntary petition.  

 


